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APPALACHIAN POWER ANNOUNCES PROPOSED LINE ROUTE FOR LYNCHBURG TRANSMISSION 
UPGRADES 
 
ROANOKE, Va., Jan.  19, 2018 – Appalachian Power today announced its proposed line route for the 

Dearington - Rivermont Transmission Project within the City of Lynchburg. The route was determined by 

incorporating public input gathered from landowners and community members at an open house last 

fall.  

“The feedback we received at the open house and other community meetings played a huge 

role in assisting us in selecting this route from a few options,” said Larry Jackson, external affairs director 

for Appalachian Power. “We want to minimize our impact on the community while providing reliable 

electric service to our customers. The best way to do that is to include as many stakeholders as possible 

in the decision-making process.”   

The $20-million Dearington - Rivermont project will replace aging infrastructure with modern 

and robust equipment capable of handling continued economic growth in the area. The proposed route 

for the rebuild of the 6-mile 69-kilovolt transmission line will utilize existing right-of-way. The rebuild 

begins at the Dearington Substation near the intersection of Morgan and Third Streets and ends at the 

Reusens Substation located off Old Trents Ferry Road.  

Existing easements along the route will be expanded to 100 feet. Stantec Consultants, 

Appalachian Power’s right-of-way contractor, will begin contacting directly-involved property owners 

later this year to discuss the process of supplementing current easements. 

 Appalachian Power will work to keep the public informed about planned construction activities 

in the area.  Construction is expected to start in the fall of 2019 and be complete by the end of 2020. 

 “We understand that providing reliable electric service can sometimes create an inconvenience 

to our neighbors,” Jackson added. “We hope that by communicating our planned activities to property 

owners and residents ahead of time, we can help alleviate issues and concerns during the construction 

phase.”  
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 Additional information about the project—including maps, a timeline and updates—can be 

found at www.appalachianpower.com/dearington.  

 Appalachian Power has 1 million customers in Virginia, West Virginia and Tennessee (as AEP 

Appalachian Power). It is a unit of American Electric Power, one of the largest electric utilities in the 

United States, delivering electricity and custom energy solutions to nearly 5.4 million customers in 11 

states. AEP owns the nation’s largest electricity transmission system, a more than 40,000-mile network 

that includes more 765-kilovolt extra-high voltage transmission lines than all other U.S. transmission 

systems combines. AEP also operates 224,000 miles of distribution lines. AEP ranks among the nation’s 

largest generators of electricity, owning approximately 26,000 megawatts of generating capacity in the 

U.S. AEP supplies 3,200 megawatts of renewable energy to customers.  
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